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1770 is past 'my comprehension.      I  confess I cannot
answer  that part of  this article;   and  as to the other
commodities, as they have not been specified, I cannot
say anything to them."    He proved, by official returns,
that, since the acceptance of the diwani,  the revenue
had but slightly decreased, while the expenses had in-
creased each year, until they promised to leave a deficit
instead of a surplus.     He attributed the disorganised
state   of   the   Company's   affairs   to   "a  relaxation   of
government  in  his   successors;   great   neglect   on   the
part  of His  Majesty's   administration; -notorious  mis-
conduct on the part of the Directors; and the violent
and   outrageous   proceedings   of   General   Courts,   in-
cluding   contested   elections."     The   Ministry,   instead
of   turning  their attention to the  acquisition by   the '
country of a kingdom with a revenue of four millions,
thought   of   nothing   but   the   present   time,   regard-
less  of the  future; they said,   " Let us get what  we
can to-day;  let to-morrow take care of itself."    They
thought of nothing but the immediate division of the
loaves  and fishes;   nay, so anxious were they to lay
their hands upon some immediate advantage, that they
actually went so far as to influence a parcel of temporary
proprietors to bully the Directors into their terms.     It
was their duty to have called upon the Directors for
a plan ;   and if a plan in consequence had not been
laid before them, it would then have become their duty,
with  the  aid  and  assistance of  Parliament,  to   have
formed one themselves.     He censured in the strongest
and most  unguarded   terms the Directors,  and  every
individual and party connected with the management of
Indian  affairs.      He declared  that the Court of Pro-